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of fewer than 1,000 students and that has a
per-pupil expenditure that is less than the
average per-pupil expenditure of the State in
which the agency is located or less than the
average per-pupil expenditure of all the
States, the total percentage used to cal-
culate threshold payments under clause (i)
shall not be less than 40 percent.

“(II) In the case of a local educational
agency that, on the date of enactment of the
Every Child Achieves Act of 2015, met the de-
scription in subclause (I) and whose total
student enrollment increases for a subse-
quent year to—

‘‘(aa) more than 999 but not more than 1,100
students, the total percentage used to cal-
culate threshold payments under clause (i)
shall not be less than 30 percent, unless such
local educational agency would receive a
larger payment under subsection (e); or

““(bb) more than 1,100 but not more than
1,200 students, the total percentage used to
calculate threshold payments under clause
(i) shall not be less than 20 percent, unless
such local educational agency would receive
a larger payment under subsection (e).”’;

SA 2253. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2089 submitted by Mr.
ALEXANDER (for himself and Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill S. 1177, to reauthorize
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to ensure that every
child achieves; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

On page 146, line 12, after
“1111(b)(3)(B)(iii)” insert ‘‘which shall in-
clude identification of the lowest-performing
public schools that receive funds under this
part in the State based on the method de-
scribed in section 1111(b)(3)(B)(iii), which
shall include at least 5 percent of all the
State’s public schools that receive funds
under this part”.

SA 2254. Mr. KING (for himself and
Mrs. CAPITO) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2089 submitted by Mr. ALEXANDER
(for himself and Mrs. MURRAY) to the
bill S. 1177, to reauthorize the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 to ensure that every child
achieves; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

Beginning on page 587, strike line 15 and
all that follows through page 588, line 10, and
insert the following:

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘eli-
gible technology’ means modern computer,
and communication technology software,
services, or tools, including computer or mo-
bile devices (which may include any service
or device that provides Internet access out-
side of the school day), software applica-
tions, systems and platforms, and digital
learning content, and related services and
supports.

¢“(3) TECHNOLOGY READINESS SURVEY.—The
term ‘technology readiness survey’ means a
survey completed by a local educational
agency that provides standardized informa-
tion on the quantity and types of technology
infrastructure and access available to the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

students and in the community served by the
local educational agency, including com-
puter devices, access to school libraries,
Internet connectivity (including Internet ac-
cess outside of the school day), operating
systems, related network infrastructure,
data systems, educator professional learning
needs and priorities, and data security.

¢‘(4) UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING.—The
term ‘universal design for learning’ has the
meaning given the term in section 103 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1003).
“SEC. 5702A. RESTRICTION.

“Funds awarded under this part shall not
be used to address the networking needs of
an entity that is eligible to receive support
under the E-rate program.

SA 2255. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2089 submitted by Mr.
ALEXANDER (for himself and Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill S. 1177, to reauthorize
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to ensure that every
child achieves; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

Beginning on page 228, strike line 21 and
all that follows through page 230, line 19, and
insert the following:

‘“(a) STATE ALLOCATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b) and paragraph (2), each State
(other than the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico) is entitled to receive under this part
for a fiscal year an amount equal to—

““(A) the sum of

‘(1) the average number of identified eligi-
ble migratory children, aged 3 through 21, re-
siding in the State, based on data for the
preceding 3 fiscal years; and

‘“(ii) the number of identified eligible mi-
gratory children, aged 3 through 21, who re-
ceived services under this part in summer or
intersession programs provided by the State
during the previous fiscal year; multiplied
by

‘“(B) 40 percent of the average per-pupil ex-
penditure in the State, except that the
amount calculated under this paragraph
shall not be less than 32 percent, nor more
than 48 percent, of the average per-pupil ex-
penditure in the United States.

‘(2) HoLD HARMLESS.—Notwithstanding
paragraph (1), for each of fiscal years 2016,
2017, and 2018, no State shall receive under
this part less than 90 percent of the amount
such State received under this part for the
previous fiscal year.”’;

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on July 14, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
July 14, 2015 at 10 a.m., in room SR-253
of the Russell Senate Office Building to
conduct a subcommittee hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Unlocking the Cures for Amer-
ica’s Most Deadly Diseases.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMERCE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on July 14,
2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on July
14, 2015, at 2:30 p.m. in room 428A of the
Russell Senate Office Building to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Challenges
and Opportunities for Small Businesses
Engaged in Energy Development and
Energy Intensive Manufacturing.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on July 14, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Lindsay
Owens from my staff be given privi-
leges for the remainder of the 114th
Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing individuals who are interns on
my staff for this summer be given
privileges of the floor: Steven Murphy,
Gwen Ranniger, Christian HEscalante,
Alexander Wong, Cassandra Adams,

Taylor Sheldon, Max Blust, Kellie
Chong, Malia Walters, and Kaitlin
Bowers.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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NOMINATION OF ROMONIA S.
DIXON TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

NOMINATION OF VICTORIA ANN
HUGHES TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE CORPORATION FOR NA-
TIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE

NOMINATION OF RICHARD
CHRISTMAN TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE CORPORATION FOR NA-
TIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE

NOMINATION OF ERIC P. LIU TO
BE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS OF THE COR-
PORATION FOR NATIONAL AND
COMMUNITY SERVICE

NOMINATION OF DEAN A. REUTER
TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

NOMINATION OF SHAMINA SINGH
TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 133, 134, 135, 206, 207,
and 208; that the Senate proceed to
vote without intervening action or de-
bate; that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in
order to the nominations; that any
statements related to the nominations
be printed in the RECORD; that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Romonia S.
Dixon, of Arizona, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Serv-
ice for a term expiring October 6, 2018;
Victoria Ann Hughes, of Virginia, to be
a Member of the Board of Directors of
the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service for a term expiring Oc-
tober 6, 2016; Richard Christman, of
Kentucky, to be a Member of the Board
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of Directors of the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service for a
term expiring October 6, 2017; Eric P.
Liu, of Washington, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Serv-
ice for a term expiring December 27,
2017; Dean A. Reuter, of Virginia, to be
a Member of the Board of Directors of
the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service for a term expiring
September 14, 2016; and Shamina Singh,
of New York, to be a Member of the
Board of Directors of the Corporation
for National and Community Service
for a term expiring October 6, 2019.
VOTE ON DIXON NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Romonia
S. Dixon, of Arizona, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Serv-
ice for a term expiring October 6, 2018?
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON HUGHES NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Victoria
Ann Hughes, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the
Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service for a term expiring Octo-
ber 6, 20167
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON CHRISTMAN NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Richard
Christman, of Kentucky, to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the
Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service for a term expiring Octo-
ber 6, 20177
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON LIU NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Eric P.
Liu, of Washington, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Serv-
ice for a term expiring December 27,
2017?
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON REUTER NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Dean A.
Reuter, of Virginia, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Serv-
ice for a term expiring September 14,
20167
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON SINGH NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Shamina
Singh, of New York, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Serv-
ice for a term expiring October 6, 20197
The nomination was confirmed.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

July 14, 2015

The Senator from Tennessee.

SYRIAN WAR CRIMES
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 117, S. 756.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 756) to require a report on ac-
countability for war crimes and crimes
against humanity in Syria.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. ALEXANDER. I further ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 756) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 756

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Syrian War
Crimes Accountability Act of 2015°°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) March 2015 marks the fourth year of the
ongoing conflict in Syria.

(2) On December 17, 2014, the United Na-
tions Security Council unanimously adopted
Resolution 2191 ‘‘expressing outrage at the
unacceptable and escalating level of violence
and the killing of more than 191,000 people,
including well over 10,000 children’” and ap-
proximately 1,000,000 injured in Syria.

(3) More than half of Syria’s population is
displaced as of March 2015, with more than
7,600,000 internally displaced and more than
3,700,000 refugees in neighboring countries.

(4) On February 19, 2015, United Nations
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon reported to
the Security Council that ‘‘parties to the
conflict are failing to live up to their inter-
national legal obligations to protect civil-
ians’ and called for action to ensure the un-
fettered delivery of humanitarian relief, an
end to the use of denial of services as a weap-
on of war, and a response to ‘‘the relentless
and indiscriminate attacks on civilians, in-
cluding through the use of barrel bombs’’.

(5) On February 27, 2014, the Department of
State issued its 2013 Human Rights Report
on Syria, which described President Bashar
al Assad’s use of ‘‘indiscriminate and deadly
force” in the conflict, including the August
21, 2013, use of ‘‘sarin gas and artillery to tar-
get East Ghouta and Moadamiya al-Sham,
suburbs of Damascus, which killed over 1,000
people’.

(6) The 2014 United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom Annual Re-
port states that in Syria ‘‘terrorist organiza-
tions espouse violence and the creation of an
Islamic state with no space for religious di-
versity and have carried out religiously-mo-
tivated attacks and massacres against
Alawite, Shi’a and Christian civilians.”’

(7) On February 4, 2015, the Executive
Council of the Organization for the Prohibi-
tion of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) adopted a
decision expressing serious concern about
the findings “with a high degree of con-
fidence” of an OPCW fact-finding mission
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